Indian Association for Asian & Pacific Studies

Proceedings of the First Biennial Conference, 2002
University of Calcutta
Kolkata, 2004

PROGRESSIVE PUBLISHERS
37A, College Street :: Kolkata-73



CONTENTS

ADDRESS OF THE KEY NOTE SPEAKER
Calcutta in Asian Studies

Arun Das Gupta

Section 1 : SOUTH ASIA

Sectional President’s Address
Modernity and Democracy in South Asia
Asok Mukhopadhyay

l.

(3]

External Trade of Orissa in the Seventeenth Century
Khagendra Nath Sethi

Urban Continuum along the Bay of Bengal :

A Critique of Orissan Ports

P.P. Mishra

. Valorising Poverty : Nationalist Discourse on Genteel

‘Poverty’ in Colonial Bengal

Sudeshna Banerjee

Muslim Education Under Colonial Rule and
the Calcutta Madrassa Up to 1858

Md. Abu Taher Chowdhury

. An Imaginative Use of History : A Study of Some

Historical Plays of Dwijendralal Roy

Sarvani Gooptu

The Movement for Bodoland : A Study in Context
Dhruba Pratim Sharma

. Socio-Cultural Transformation in Murshidabad in the

Post-Colonial Period : Case Studies of Communities,
Muslim (Shia) of Lalbagh and Jains of Azimganj
and Jiaganj

Debasri Das

. Society and Culture : The Gambhira of North Bengal

Rajasri Basu

. Some Aspects of the Tai Speaking Groups of

North-East India

J.Buragohain and A. H. Thangal

Dynamic Diglossia and South Asian Modernization
Probal Dasgupia

30

41

50

59

69

78

88

97

108



11.

12,

13.

14.

15,

16.

18.

19.

23.

24.

25,

Impact of Economic Reforms on Indian Economy-—
An Appraisal
Shiv Ram Singh

A Critical Evaluation of Emerging Role of Invisibles in

Indian’s Balance of Payment-During Pre and Post
Economic Reform Period

V.V, Barthwal

India-Bhutan Treaty of 1949

Debamitra Mitra

India & Sri Lanka : A Study of Changing Relations
(1977-1999)

Sabita Barui

Transformation of the Tibetan Women-in-exile
Karubaki Datta

Terrorism and the Nation—State Svstem

Anjana Ghosh

. Ronald Ross & Malaria

Chittabrata Palit

The Pursuit of Kala-azar and Upendranath Brahmachari

Achintya Kumar Dutta

Early Historic Silver Coins of Eastern India :
Munufacturing Technique

Bimal Chaudhuri & Pranub K. Charropadhvay
Science in Post Independence India : Some
Positive and Negative Features

Arun Kumar Biswas

. Development of Science & Technology in India

Sarmistha Chakrabarti

. Status of Girl Child : The Indian Scenario

Basabi Chakraborty

Ageing as a Gendered Experience in India in
the Context of Asia

Rajagopal Dhar Chakraborti

Gender and Education : Indian War Widows (Kargil)
and Government Compensation for their
Development

Leena Parmar

Women's Empowerment in India—On the Road
to Socio Economic Change

Tanusree Chatterjee

116

125

143

156

163

174

180

184

200

208

218

229

237

266

287



26.

7

" Women, Identity and Politics : A Case Study of Kerala

Bonira Aleaz

. Women. Ecology and Development in Theory and

Practice : Changing Role of Women in India’s
New Environmental Movements
Sugata Sengupta

Section II : SOUTH-EAST ASIA
Sectional President’s Address

In Search of South-East Asia
Jaharlal Sen

28.

39.

Initial Period of Contact between Bengal and
South-East Asia
Suchandra Ghosh

29. Tagore Literature & South-East Asia

Paramita Das

. The French in Burma

Gouri Sankar De

. Thai Malay Border Provinces : Some National

Security Aspects of Two Countries
Diptendu Sarkar

2. Burgeoning India—ASEAN Partnership : New

Challenges and New Opportunities
A. Lakshmana Chetty

. Sino-Vietnamese Relations : Bonhomie or Insolence ?

Tridib Chakraborty

. Malaysia’s Security Issues in the Post Cold War Years

Imankalyan Lahiri

Metal Production & Trade in 16th-19th Century
Southeast Asia

Champa Sen Chaudhury and Bimal Chaudhuri

. Emergence of the West in an Eastern Woman’s Life :

Voice from Within—A Case Study of Kartini
Karabi Mitra

Prostitution and Thailand : Society & Attitude
Lipi Ghosh

Section III : EAST ASIA & PACIFIC
Sectional President’s Address

38.

Sino-Indian Interactions : Looking Back and Ahead
Kamal Sheel

339

386

395

401

410



39. Kabuki—The Traditional Theatre of Japan
Purabi Gangopadhyay
40. Development of the Art of Netsuke : The Socio-
Economic Milieu
Rajasri Mukhopadhyay
<1. China. the Emerging Superpower and India :
A Background Study
Haraprasad Ray
42 Impact of “9-11" On China-India Studies
Swaran Singh
+3. The Changing Contours of Fijian Ethnicity
P Munirathnam Reddy
<+ Indiz and Australia : Post Cold War Initiatives for
Enhanced Bilateral Trade Ties
¥ Yagama Reddy
=3, Alchemy or Proto-Chemistry of East and South-East
Asia and that of the Greco-Arabic and European
World © A Comparative Study
Somnath Ghosh
=6 Teenage Girls in Japan : A Socio- Economic Study
Soma Basu
Section IV : WEST AND CENTRAL ASIA
Sectional President’s Address
Central Asia : New Great Game
Satish Chandra
<7 Confluence of Greek Thought and Mu'tazilite
Tradition 1n Islamic Ideology
Suszer Ali Mondal
+» Histiorny writing in Tajikistan
Suchandana Chatterjee
=% Atheisue Propaganda in Central Asia in the 70s :
Cvferent Dimensions
“arazini Bhattacharya
% The T:ilban in Afghanistan ( 1996-2001 ) :
% Crucal Assessment
Armiza Basu Ray

L

Lwens Semgupra
S2 The Eosaan and Central Asian Response to
e L S led Military Campaign in Afghanistan

M vimgmeread Monir Alam

Weter Games o Environment and Politics in Central Asia

426

433

440

445

454

472

484

501

505

514

525

538

548

566



